District 8 Fire Training Council Meeting
Date:        01/19/2010

Location: Columbus Fire Station 2

Chili diner was provided by Stations 2 crew prior to the start of the meeting. Great job guys !!!!

The meeting was called to order By Valerie Luchauer at 1919 hrs. Introductions was done, all counties were present except for Washington County.

A list of upcoming classes was given. They are available online for registration at the Districts website. Some classes being discussed was the Firefighting survival class and the technical rescue classes. There was a request for an Instructor I class in Monroe County. A question was asked about the webinar program. The requirements; and how to use this program; which is available through the state was assigned to Paul Colvin who accepted the assignment. Paul will getting more information and have it available by the next meeting. Dan Bates will be looking into the cost of a flash over chamber; he will have the cost available at the next meeting. 
The budget money was questioned about how it could be spent. The question was could it be spent on equipment. Dave Probo stated to write up a request on what the money will be used for; submit this to the state; they will advise if it can be done. He also advised if district money is not available then there may be state funds that could be used. We have approx $38,000 available that needs to be spent by the end of April; this will allow it to be cleared from the books in time. Duane Davis then gave an overview of the budget.

It was stated that the instructors need to assure that all students have the proper certifications prior taking the class. The students cannot take the test if they are not qualified.  The instructor will have to actually hold the certification prior to teaching the class. The grandfather clause will no longer allow you to teach the class. 
All classes to be paid for has to be on web site for at least 30 days; there has to be a minimum of 15 students to have the class. 

A new test system is being looked at. The students will be assigned to a group of 3 students.

They will be assigned to an evolution. They will be tested as a group. This will be more like a true scenario of what the students will actually be doing in the field. 

Dave Probo gave the state update on upcoming events. The district will be required to do a needs assessment. The state is going to be doing more audits of the classes and testing. If you did an Instructor II/III class in 2009 you will be audited. It is being discussed to split the Instructor II/III class. These will be individual classes. They are looking into classifying the skills; they will be divided into critical and noncritical categories. Look for more information in the upcoming months.
The Counties gave updates on what has been going on. There were several big fires in the district. 

The next meeting will be held on Feb. 16th in Brown County. The meeting will be held at the Nashville Town Hall on Commercial St. The time will be 1900 hrs. 

The meeting was adjourned at 2102.

Respectfully submitted;

Kevin E. Tibbs

