DISTRICT 8 FIRE TRAINING COMMITTEE MEETING

BEDFORD CITY FIRE DEPARTMENT, LAWRENCE COUNTY

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2007

7:00PM

ATTENDEES:

Tim Deckard, Van Buren Township Fire Department, Monroe County

Greg Durbin, North Washington VFD

Perry Hurst, Salem Fire Department

Morris Willmert, Orange Co.

Ken Teague, Bedford City Fire Department

Russell Hardin, Columbus Fire Department

Kevin Tibbs, Columbus Fire Department

Shannan Hinton, Jonesville Fire Department

Lona Huffman, Jones & Associates Insurance

John Buckman, IFTS

Steve Nolan, Pleasant Run Fire Department

Luke Kluender, Shawswick Fire Department

Paul Colvin, Jackson Twp. Fire Department, Brown County

Robert Barber, Shawswick Fire Department

John Hooker III, Monroe County Emergency Management

Robert Brown, Shawswick Fire Department

Chairman Deckard told the committee members that from now on when they come into a meeting there will be a tag with their name on it at a seat around the table. He wants all of the committee members to sit around the table together.

He also said that when a council member speaks he would like for them to state their name as well as their statement to make it easier for Jessica to know who is speaking when she is typing the minutes.

Chairman Deckard began the meeting with a role call by calling each members name.
Chairman Deckard also reminded everyone that a completed, signed and filled out proxy statement must be brought to the meeting every time a member can not attend and sends someone in their place. The proxy must be from the same county as the member. He added that it will not be allowed to send a proxy from a different county.  He stated that at the last meeting a member tried to cast 2 votes and you can not do that.  
With no changes or additions to the minutes Morris Willmert made a motion to accept the minutes from the August 21, 2007 meeting.  Shannan Hinton seconded. All members were in favor.  

Old Business:

Chairman Deckard read a letter to the council from Jackson Township in Brown County stating that they wish to participate in the District 8 Fire Training Council and that they are going to be sending a representative to the meeting and they would also like all correspondence from the meetings sent to Paul Colvin. They have attached Mr. Colvin’s address to the letter.
Budget Signing: John Buckman reported that the legal department for the state has been reviewing the budgets and ours is in the legal system and we should know something in a couple of weeks.

Committee Reports:


-HazMat Grant-No report at this time

-Instructor Applications- Tim Deckard said that the Instructor Hiring Subcommittee has met and they reviewed the applications that they have received up until tonight’s meeting.  They will be having another meeting tonight after the meeting to review current applications.  

-District Training Props- This subcommittee has not me so there is no report at this time.

-District Trailer Proposals- This has been tabled until the next meeting.
Lona Huffman from Jones& Associates spoke on a current issue that has arose on insurance for the district instructors.   This is an Accident & Sickness policy that covers Death and Loss Wage benefit.   First is work comp. and would be renewed on an annual basis.     

Remuneration                                          Estimated Premium
$ 20,000                                                   $1,006.00

$30,000                                                     $1,126.00

$40,000                                                     $1,418.00

$50,000                                                      $1,710.00

John Buckman reported this issue was presented and discussed at the last weeks State Chief's Association conference and will be going to state legal department for review on what the state can do to help the district out in this matter in the way of funding.  More information would come out as they arise.   A full view of the proposal from Lona is logged in the Secretary’s files. 

-District SOGs- The Council went over the rough draft of the SOGs and made corrections and additions.  The SOGs with the current changes are attached to the minutes.  
Chairman Deckard told the Council that he would have Jessica type the SOGs up with the changes made to them and then she will send them out so that they can be voted on at the October meeting.  

John Buckman told the Council that there will be a Live Fire Training Train the Trainer Course in January 2008.  The location has not been agreed upon and there has not yet been a location secured either.  He stated that they will be asking us to submit 4 names. The state will pay for the training materials and for lodging.  The student will have to pay for meals and travel.  
Chairman Deckard asked Mr. Buckman if the dates he sent him were right. Mr. Buckman stated that the dates he sent him are good but they have not secured a location yet.  The dates are January 10-11, 2008 or January 12-13, 2008.  

John Buckman told the Council that in November they will have a Train the Trainer for the Survival Class at Camp Atterbury.  He added that again per state rules they will provide lodging for 4 Instructors and the training free of charge.  This class will also be 2 days.  The dates that they have on this class are November 8-9, 2007 or November 10-11, 2007.  
Tim Deckard told the council that the individuals that are going pick which date they want to do to.  For this class there are already 2 people that are already going. Those are Mike Cornman and David Dwyer.  There are two seats left open for that class.  
John Buckman added that it is a very intense course.   
Robert Barber asked John Buckman what he meant by intense.  John stated that he means it is physically demanding and you are going to dive out of windows, climb a ladder, come out of a window hanging on a rope letting yourself down from that rope, you are going to do the Denver Drill, you are going to rescue firefighters by bringing them upstairs and downstairs, and pull firefighters out through ceiling holes. John added that they have had as old as 72 years old do it.  He said that it will be interesting and it will be fun.  The people have got to be Instructors because it is a train the trainer class.  
Paul Colvin asked if they needed to be Instructor II/III’s or Instructor I.  John told him that they should be and Instructor II/III.  They are not going to demand that. Some of the skills are entry level training but not many people have done the Denver Drill in Firefighter I training.  He said that it is a lot of fun and a lot of challenges. He has had females do it too so it is not just a male thing.  
Chairman Deckard stated that for the Live Training this council needs to come up with 4 names so he can submit them in by November 1, 2007.  

John Buckman stated that they should have the applications for them to fill out sent to us by Friday.  

Tim said that for the Survival Train the Trainer Program if anyone else would like to go they need to let him know tonight.  

Russ Hardin told Mr. Deckard that he would like to go as well.  There is one more spot left in that class.  Chairman Deckard stated that he would have Jessica e-mail each person that wants to go and they need to tell her which days they want to go.  You can go on the 8th or 9th or the 10th or the 11th.  He needs to know so he can get everything sent up to the state.  
John Buckman reminded everyone that when he was here 2 months ago he talked about the Infrastructure Grant.  It was just accepted by Director Dietz so he expects it to be out within a week.  The Infrastructure Grant is a fund that was created by the legislature this year and it is a $100,000.00 grant to your training center.  Your training center has to have certain things which they are building now.  If your training center does not need the money then you could select some place else to invest this $100,000.00.  The first thing is that your training center gets the money and can be used to enhance things that are related to Mandatory Fire Fighter I & II. For example if they wanted use this money to build a confined space prop the state would probably not let them.  If they wanted to buy grass they would say no but if they want to put in water lines, etc…then they will be able to do that.  
Chairman Deckard asked Mr. Buckman if the Council could divide that three ways.  He used the example that District 8 has three areas right now that are going for training facilities (Columbus and 2 in Bloomington).  He would like to know if we can apply for that grant and split it three ways. He added that these facilities are going to benefit this district.  
Mr. Buckman stated that the money will go to the training entity. You have to select some place that is the “training hub”.

Mr. Deckard said that we have not yet selected one set training entity.  

John Buckman said that what they are trying to do is build up 10 training centers and then once those 10 are built up then they will try to build up more than 10.  
He commented that even though the city of Terre Haute spent $750,000.00 on a training tower they needed their $100,000.00 to finish concrete, black top and putting in a couple of props.  He added that we should not take it personal but the state only has money to build up 10 centers right now and $30,000.00 will not build a center.  
Tim asked John Buckman when this would be coming out. John stated that it was just accepted by Director Dietz so it will probably be out a week from Friday.  

Tim asked when the deadline is. Mr. Buckman stated that the deadline for this is they will probably set the deadline.  

Tim added that once this gets out and this council will probably discuss it at the October meeting.  

John said that they will probably give us 45 days that way it will give us 2 meetings to discuss it and go over it.  He added that the challenge is that you have to spend this money by May of 2008.  
Chairman Deckard said that that is no problem for us because Columbus, Bloomington City and Bloomington Township are in a construction mode right now.  

2008 Schedule: Tim said that at the next meeting he wants to set a 2008 schedule on where we are meeting so we can know in advance next year and where we are going so we don’t have to decide at every meeting.

He reminded everyone that the next meeting will be in Columbus.  He asked Russ Hardin if he could make sure that Jessica gets directions for the people that have never been to Columbus before. 

Shannan added that the address is 123 Washington Street.  

Tim said that at next months meeting he would like for the council to decide on a Training Coordinator to plan the classes out. He wants to appoint that position like he does the Instructors. He added that he would like the Council to be thinking about that because they are going to need to talk about it at the next meeting. 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, October 16, 2007 at 7PM at Columbus City Hall.  Directions will be sent out at a later date.  
